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Statement of Pedagogy 

My teaching philosophy is rooted in interdisciplinary and applied learning. Drawing from my 
experience as a professor in the Sociology Department at the University of Alberta and the Media & 
Performing Arts Department at George Brown College, I bring a practice-oriented interdisciplinary 
approach to the classroom. My teaching is guided by the same research framework that informs my 
creative practice, spanning cultural geography, creative studies, documentary studies, and 
sociology. This approach fosters not only knowledge creation but also meaningful engagement with 
communities inside and outside academia. 

I recognize that each student arrives with a unique perspective and skill set shaped by their 
experiences. I actively encourage students to build on these skills and share them collaboratively. I 
believe it is not enough to instruct students — it is equally important to inspire them. Tailoring 
course content to their interests, rather than solely my own, has proven a successful strategy. In 
doing so, students are encouraged to think critically, take risks, and challenge their own ideas and 
the ideas of others, while respecting the diversity of opinions within the classroom. This approach 
respects their intelligence and empowers them to pursue content that excites them. 

The ultimate aim of my teaching strategy is to cultivate collaborative intellectuals who feel 
empowered both inside and outside the classroom. As an instructor, it is my responsibility to 
prepare students for a changing world. For example, when I overhauled the course Sociology of Art 
and reimagined it as The Art of Sociology, I emphasized creative assignments and case studies to 
help students develop practical knowledge and transferable skills. 

My work as a researcher and teaching assistant at York University, recognized for its cultural 
diversity, deepened my understanding of accountability and reciprocity in the classroom. I advocate 
for a transparent approach that diminishes power imbalances and enhances my self-awareness of 
my authoritative role and privilege. In practice, this means knowing my students, fostering an 
inclusive environment, and responding to their individual needs. I engage students in evaluating my 
teaching midway through the term, allowing me to adjust my methods based on their feedback. For 
example, students have highlighted that incorporating multimedia and contemporary, non-Western 
case studies made course material more engaging. Based on this feedback, I integrated more 
multimedia examples, helping to create a more accessible and dynamic learning environment. 
Progress reports also encourage student accountability, helping shape both the class structure and 
their own learning experience. 

I believe that inclusive diversity is crucial to our collective success. My experience as a member of a 
marginalized group has equipped me with a strong foundation for mentoring others who face 
similar challenges based on identity or background. As a result, I participate in two national 
mentorship programs for marginalized artists. I am committed to continuing to learn from others 
and fostering spaces that reflect a commitment to equity. 



I am dedicated to working with students and faculty of diverse races, ethnicities, genders, ages, 
religions, languages, abilities, sexual orientations, socioeconomic statuses, and geographical origins. 
As long as students and faculty are committed to learning and to building a diverse, engaged 
community, I believe that every student should be given equal opportunity to succeed. 

 


